Banks Township Planning Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
August 13, 2024
Banks Township Hall

1. Meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by A. Hoeksema. 
a. Present were A. Hoeksema, P. Howes, F. Hersha, J. Waterman. R. Diebold has resigned from the Planning Commission as he is moving to the Gaylord area. 
2. Recognition of Guests and Visitors
a. Ken Lane, Becket & Raeder consultant, K. Busman, Zoning Administrator, C. Busman, recording secretary
3. MMS J. Waterman, P. Howes to approve the July 2, 2024 minutes as written. Motion carried.
4. There were no announcements. Several pieces of correspondence have been received – 6 Master Plan survey returns, a letter from the Michigan Aggregates Association regarding the proposed Transitory Extraction Planned Unit Development and Soil Removal ordinance, information from DeRoo (property owners on Timberlane Terrace), a memo from R. Diebold regarding the proposed ordinance referenced above.
5. Public Comment - none
6. Standing Reports:
a. Zoning Board of Appeals – met on behalf of Bret Fox, a Banks Township property owner, regarding a land division that did not meet the length to width requirements. The Board of Appeals approved his petition. 
b. Zoning Administrator: Kurtis Busman – has issued 22 permits YTD, mostly land division, property line adjustments, some construction. 
i. Cited DeRoo property owners on Timberland Terrace re: excessive campers on site. Spoke with Kelly Beck (trustee of property). 
ii. A question was raised regarding the Bishaw property on Coeling Road. There is a discrepancy between what the property owner said regarding her progress and approvals and current status at the county level. This will be researched and addressed.
iii. There was some discussion about the safe zone surrounding cell towers and whether that is defined in the ordinance.
c. Township Board Representative: Julie Waterman – highlighted the minutes of the Township Board meeting. All members of the Planning Commission have had an opportunity to read the minutes.
d. Planning Consultant: Ken Lane, Beckett & Raeder – Provided a packet to all PC members
7. Unfinished Business
a. Proposed Ordinance: Transitory Extraction Planned Unit Development and Soil Removal – the Planning Commission has heard back from the Antrim County Planning Commission. This proposed ordinance has been referred to the Banks Township Board for action. No Planning Commission action is required at this time.
b. Discussion items:
i. Master Plan 5 year revision – Ken Lane has reviewed the summary of the survey responses. The last response was received July 23, 2024 indicating a slow down of activity. The PC has a responsibility to either a) continue the Master Plan as is, b) update, or c) rewrite. Past decision was to either continue or update. Responses have been quite consistent with the survey from 2018. The survey will be open until August 31, 2024 allowing for more response from township property owners. K. Lane will draft an Intent to Plan letter and list the recipients. Ken will notify Tina Sundelius, deputy clerk to update the township website with the end date. 
ii. Review Section 6.09 of the Zoning Ordinance for possible language clarification – PC decision is this is not an issue. It has been resolved in other ways. No further action will be taken.
8. New Business
a. At the September meeting Bylaws and election of officers will be addressed
9. Public Comment – 
a. The Planning Commission would like to thank R. Diebold for all his years of service and dedication to the Planning Commission. 
10. Next Meeting: September 10, 2024
11. MMS J. Waterman, P. Howes to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
