


Banks Township Planning Commission
Regular Meeting and Public Hearing
January 9, 2024 DRAFT Minutes

1. Meeting was called to order by R. Diebold at 6:00 p.m.
a. Present were F. Hersha, P. Howes. Absent – J. Waterman (excused), A. Hoeksema (excused)
2. MMS P. Howes, F. Hersha to go into Public Hearing regarding proposed moratorium ordinance.
Motion carried. Public Hearing began at 6:01 p.m. PC Chair R. Diebold provided an overview of the proposed ordinance.  Brian Burns, a Petoskey resident, spoke regarding the importance of sand and gravel in everything built today and the importance of having resources close to save on transportation costs thereby making building of buildings, driveways, and homes less expensive. Marv Rubingh, a Banks Township resident, spoke. He expressed the delay caused by a moratorium is unnecessary because current ordinance is fine. There being no written correspondence regarding the proposed ordinance, MMS F. Hersha, P. Howes to close the Public Hearing. Motion carried. Public Hearing closed at 6:14 p.m.
3. Guests and Visitors attending were Kurtis Busman, zoning administrator, Cindy Busman,
Recording Secretary, Brian Burns, a Petoskey resident, Marvin Rubingh, a Banks Township
resident, Donna Heeres, a Banks Township resident, Alex Busman, a Banks Township resident.
4. MMS P. Howes, F. Hersha to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2023 meeting as written.
Motion carried.
5. There were no announcements or correspondence received.
6. Public comment:
a. Donna Heeres spoke about the importance of gravel and thoughtful consideration. Expressed limiting the scope of mining might be a consideration.
b. Marv Rubingh spoke about desire to serve the community with this resource. He is willing to work with the Planning Commission to answer any outstanding questions.
7. Standing Reports:
a. Zoning Board of Appeals – has not met since the last PC meeting
b. Zoning Administrator: Kurtis Busman – light activity. Just received the first application for 2024. As a reference, 2022 saw 30 applications, in 2023 there were 44.
c. Township Board representative – Julie Waterman was absent. The Commission members have all had a chance to read the Board’s minutes
d. Planning Consultant – Ken Lane was absent. His monthly packet was provided to commission members.
8. Unfinished Business
a. Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment Number #6 of 2023 re. Section 4.08 Recreational Vehicles.
i. Planning Consultant K. Lane has edited to reflect discussion from the last PC meeting. Reviewed and discussed revisions. MMS F. Hersha, P. Howes to schedule a Public Hearing for comment on the proposed ordinance to be held March 12, 2024, Motion carried.
b. Special Use Permit application #1-2023 re. Section 8.03.12 Extraction
i. P.C. Chair reviewed need for professional involvement, and application deficiencies outlined in Planning Consultant’s and Geologist’s analysis from December meeting. M. Rubingh spoke to and provided written response to questions regarding missing information on the SUP application outlined in the Planning Consultant’s analysis; no response to geologist’s questions provided. PC Chair indicated once all missing information was provided application review could continue. 
c. Proposed Ordinance #1-2024 re. proposed moratorium on processing all sand/gravel extraction applications for 6 months.
i. Discussion, questions, and deliberation regarding the proposed moratorium ordinance.
ii. MM F. Hersha to forward proposed ordinance #1-2024 to the Antrim County Planning Commission for review and comment, and concurrently to the Banks Township Board recommending approval. Motion to forward the proposed ordinance was seconded by P. Howes. Motion carried by roll call vote: F. Hersha – Yes, P. Howes – yes, R. Diebold – yes
d. Master Plan 5-year Revision
i. It was proposed and agreed by consensus that February 2024 meeting date be designated as a work-session devoted to developing Master Plan Community Input Survey.
9. New Business
a. 2024 Meeting Resolution
i. Resolution to establish 2nd Tuesday of each month during 2024, at 6:00 PM, at the Banks Township Hall as the Regular Meeting dates, time and location for the Banks Township Planning Commission was offered by P. Howes and supported by F. Hersha. Motion carried by roll call vote – R. Diebold - yes, P. Howes - yes, F. Hersha - yes. 
b. 2023 Annual Report 
i. Will be compiled, returned to Planning Commission for review, before being presented to the Township Board
c. February 13 meeting/work session 
10. Public Comment
a. Marv Rubingh, Kurtis Busman (as a private citizen), Alex Busman (as a private citizen),
Donna Heeres (as a private citizen) all spoke regarding Sand and Gravel Extraction.
11. Next Meeting – February 13 – Master Plan work-session
12. MMS P. Howes, F. Hersha to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.




